Lying-in Hospital, &c. &c. 8vo. pp. 138. Renshaw. Lon- don, 1844 .
In a short and modest preface, Dr. Rigby invites a more careful attention to these uterine derangements than the generality of practitioners are disposed to give them. He thinks they are too often looked upon as local affections, when they are really dependent on the general health. He fears that some of the symptoms he has described, and the remedies he has proposed, may appear fanciful; but requests his readers to suspend their judgments until they give a fair trial to both. Dr. It. has had am-pie experience in these matters, having enjoyed the privilege of attending the Uterine Cases of St. Thomas's and Bartholomew's Hospitals.
The first chapter, consisting of 36 pages, is dedicated to various observations on those numerous disorders resulting from impaired digestion, imperfect assimilation, bad chylification, and vitiated secretions. In this chapter many authors are quoted; but Dr. Prout's works furnish the chief materials. There is also some speculation in this chapter, and a great deal of transcendental humorology, far in advance of practical medicine of the present day.
The second chapter comcs nearer the specific subject of the treatise? namely, to " uterine affections intimately connected with, and, in a great measure dependent on, derangements of the assimilating processes." These are to be looked upon (and they [July I menstrual period, coming on for one or more days before the appearance of the discharge, and attended with much pain, throbbing, and sense of heat and swelling in the part, and generally accompanied by considerable irritation of the bladder or rectum. These are the ordinary phenomena which attend a paroxysm of this disease, but accompanied, as is seen, with symptoms of more than ordinary local congestion, and attended with rheumatic or gouty symptoms in other parts. In the more sub-acute or chronic form, the precursory stage appears to consist of that series of changes produced by increasing derangement of the assimilating functions by which the circulation gradually becomes vitiated, and local disease appears as the product of general disorder. The bowels are torpid, requiring medicine to render them sufficiently active, the evacuations are unhealthy and offensive, the tongue is furred, there is a disagreeable taste in the mouth, the breath is impure, the appetite is capricious and variable; food even in small quantity produces much troublesome distension and flatulence, the urine, is generally loaded with lithic deposits, the skin is dry and rough or moist and clammy, the muscles are flabby, the limbs ache on the slightest exertion, the extremities are cold, the face is pale and sallow, there is a bilious head-ache across the forehead and eyes, and much depression of mind." 41. In such cases the vagina often feels full, swollen, and like a nostril stuffed by a cold ; being very sensitive to the touch, rendering the motion of a carriage or even walking painful. Medico-ciiirurgical, Review.
[July 1 " One active dose of calomel, of from five to eight grains, followed by a mild purge the next morning of rhubarb and magnesia, &c. will frequently produce a degree of general relief which could scarcely be credited. The tongue is cleaned, the breath has become pure, the colour improved, the limbs active and free from pain, the extremities warm, and a marked relief to the pain, tension and bearing down in the pelvis, which before had rendered her almost helpless." 55.
Leeches to the rectum Dr. R. considers more effectual than to the vagina itself, and greatly facilitate the action of alterative and laxative medicines. The first application of leeches to the hemorrhoidal vessels is generally not so effective as the subsequent applications. " The sense of congestion and fulness about the pelvis, the bearing down pain of the uterus, the throbbing and sense of swelling about the rectum and vagina, the peculiar and painful closed-up feel of this latter canal, and the inability to move about or even sit down without pain, all disappear, and leave the patient for a time entirely freed from her sufferings." 59. 
